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CHALLENGE

Funding Bright Futures in Global Education



The
1% Challenge

In September 2019, I asked myself a simple question: Can I spend 1% of my
income to help the next generation? It was a no-brainer for me.

So I decided to focus this small amount on helping pay for the standard
exams that students need to write – but often cannot afford – to get into
graduate school. 

That was how the Michael Taiwo Scholarships Inc. was born.

Our early donors took the same challenge.

They donated 1% of their income to give hope to bright but indigent scholars
who dream of studying at the world’s best universities.

Can you pledge 1% of your income? You can make this monthly or annually.

That small slice can cover a full exam for a future professor, engineer, or
policymaker.

I’ve long since given more than 1 % because the need and the joy are great.



Our

Our

Mission

Vision

To support high-potential students from developing
countries in accessing global graduate education
through funding and mentorship.
 

A world where no talented student is held back from
advanced education due to financial or systemic
barriers.



Denise Grindstaff
Chairman of the Board

Michael Taiwo, PhD
CEO/Board Member

Michael Freeman
Secretary of the Board

Board of  Directors

Opeyemi Olabisi, PhD
Board Member

Benjamin Shaddox
Treasurer of the Board



Our Team

Michael Taiwo, PhD
CEO & Chief Volunteer

Ive-Anwuli Ralph-Uyalor
Chief Financial Officer

Elisha Otome, PhD
Director of Student Affairs

Tijesunimi Adebiyi
Technical Support

Mercy Nwaodu
Administrative Support 

Eugen Bleck
Sr. Technical Support

Salako Gbenga
Lead Mentor

Olalekan Balogun, PhD
Chief Technology Officer

Olayiwola Ajisafe
Operations Manager

Junayed Sadi
UX and Data Architect



Our
Volunteers

Number of 
Volunteers For 2025

At Michael Taiwo Scholarships, we believe in the power of service, storytelling, and shared growth. We have the following teams
in our community: Blog, Newsletter, Video, Graphics, Public Relations, Mobile App, and Standard Exams Prep. These teams
collaborate to create meaningful content and support scholars across the globe.



Our Journey So Far...
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2022

Covered Two
Standard Exams

and Six Application
Fees

10,689 Applicants
47 Winners

2021

Covered Two
Standard Exams

and Six
Application Fees

8,694 Applicants
36 Winners

2023

Covered Two
Standard Exams,
Six Application

Fees, Four
Additional Score

Reports

8,831 Applicants
56 Winners

2020

Covered Two
Standard Exams

and Four
Application Fees

1,059 Applicants
23 Winners

2019

Maiden Edition,
covered only

GRE fees

1,013 Applicants
7 Winners

2024

Covered Two
Standard Exams,
Six Application

Fees, Four
Additional Score

Reports

13,384 Applicants
59 Winners

2025

Covered Two
Standard Exams,
Six Application

Fees, Four
Additional Score

Reports, and
Transcript

Evaluation Fees

9,056 Applicants
66 Winners



2024 Financial Report



2024 Financial Report



Countries  
of  MT Scholars

Nigeria

India Eswatini Ethiopia Malawi

Bangladesh Ghana Zimbabwe Pakistan



Our Scholars
In the United States



Our Scholars
Around the Globe



2025 at a Glance

9,056
TOTAL SUBMISSIONS

2
5

2
0

9,056 students applied. 
66 emerged as winners

The 66 MT Scholars are from 3 countries in
the continents of Africa and Asia

Applicants came from five continents of
the world - Africa, Asia, Europe, North
America, and South America

Covered standard exams, six application
fees, four additional score reports, and
transcript evaluation fees



Gender Distribution of
Applicants

Applicants Distribution
by Country

8,818

97.37%
4

0.04%
224

2.47%
3

0.03%
7

0.08%
Males 61.6% Females 38.4%
5,580 Applicants 3,476 Applicants

2025 In Numbers
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2025 In Numbers



Distribution of  Nigerian
Scholars by State of Origin

Top 3 Universities of
Scholars

2025 In Numbers



Distribution by Undergraduate
Institution Type

Top 10 Universities of
Applicants

Public Universities

Polytechnics

Others

Private Universities

89.0%

3.0%

0.7%

7.3%

University of Ibadan

256
University of Benin

University  of Lagos

01 06

05 10

02 07

04 09

03 08

443
University of Ilorin

Federal University of
Technology, Akure

Obafemi Awolowo
University

497

302
Ahmadu Bello University Federal University of

Agriculture, Abeokuta

282
University of Nigeria Usmanu Danfodiyo

University

345

251

248

247

217

2025 In Numbers



Distribution of Applicants
by Field of Study

Distribution of Applicants
by Class of Degree
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Distribution of Applicants in
Nigeria by Geopolitical Zone

Top 5 Nigerian States
with the Most Applicants

ZONE TOTAL

NC 1287

NE 526

NW 669

SE 1274

SS 961

SW 36488,365
TOTAL

Oyo
1042

Osun
772

Ogun
692

Kwara
520

Ondo
437

2025 In Numbers



2025 MT Scholarships

The
Scholars



Distribution of Scholars
by Continent

Gender Distribution of
Scholars

2025 Winners



Distribution of Scholars
by Degree of Graduation

Distribution of Scholars by
Undergraduate Degrees

UNDERGRADUATE
84.8%
A total of 56 scholars have
attained a bachelor’s degree as
their highest level of education.

A total of 10 scholars have
attained a master’s degree as
their highest level of education.

15.2%
MASTERS

2025 Winners



Distribution of Scholars by Field of Study

2025 Winners









MT Meet
Lagos State, Nigeria | May, 2024

1.0



MT Meet 2.0
Houston, Texas, USA | July, 2025



How much does it  take to
fund a Scholar?

One Donation, One Scholar
$1,000

Be the spark that lights a global journey.

Your gift does more than fund an application — it fuels
hope, opens doors, and launches futures. One
donation. One scholar. Infinite possibilities.

Give today. Change tomorrow.



How to Donate
1. Check
Make it payable to Michael Taiwo Scholarships Inc. 
Mailing address: The Michael Taiwo Scholarships
Inc. 
31500 Grape Street, Suite 3-199, Lake Elsinore, CA
92532, United States

2. Bank Transfer
Account Name: Michael Taiwo Scholarships Inc. 
Routing Number: 122235821
Account Number: 157520637339
Bank Name: U.S. Bank
US Bank’s SWIFT Code: USBKUS44IMT

3. Paypal
Use this link:  https://paypal.me/MTScholarship?
country.x=US&locale.x=en_US

4. Venmo
Use this link:
https://account.venmo.com/u/MTScholarships

https://paypal.me/MTScholarship?country.x=US&locale.x=en_US
https://paypal.me/MTScholarship?country.x=US&locale.x=en_US
https://venmo.com/code?user_id=3684110455277413912&created=1697506054.147719&printed=1


THANK
YOU

info@mtscholarships.org
Email Address :

mtscholarships.org
Website :

31500 Grape Street, Suite
3-199, Lake Elsinore, CA

92532

Address:

For Being Part of Our Journey


